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A Fresh Start: Cloud Dancer, Calm Spaces, and Creative Possibility

As we step into the quiet days after Christmas, I often feel a collective exhale. The rush slows,

the calendar opens up, and we’re gifted a little breathing room to reflect and reset. It feels

like the perfect moment to talk about colour, creativity, and possibility.

Pantone’s Colour of the Year for 2026, Cloud Dancer, has already sparked

plenty of conversation online. Some have embraced it wholeheartedly.

Others have questioned whether such a soft, neutral, “no color” shade

can really inspire. As with most things in the creative world, opinions are

wonderfully divided. What’s your opinion of the Colour of the Year?

For me, Cloud Dancer feels fresh, calm, and full of promise. Rather than demanding attention,

it offers space. It’s a blank slate. Something to build upon, layer into, and make your own.

Recently, I repainted the entire interior of my home in a similar shade,

Swiss Coffee by Sherwin Williams Moore. After years of living with light

brown mushroom-coloured walls, the change has been transformative.

Reducing the tchotchke and simplifying the décor of the rooms feels

brighter, lighter, and calmer. The light moves differently through the

space. My mood lifts the moment I walk in.
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Please read to the end...
I need your feedback on a Quilt Canada 2027 (Calgary)

question.....



Reducing the tchotchke and simplifying the décor of the rooms feels brighter, lighter, and

calmer. The light moves differently through the space. My mood lifts the moment I walk in.

What surprised me the most was how energizing a soft white could be. Instead of feeling

stark or empty, it feels welcoming and optimistic. It allows artwork, textiles, and everyday

moments to shine. In many ways, it mirrors what Cloud Dancer represents to me creatively:

a quiet foundation that invites colour, texture, and story.

In quilting and textile work, we often think of neutrals as background players, but they can

be powerful mood-setters. They create balance. They let bold choices sing while offering

rest for the eye. Cloud Dancer feels like an invitation to pause, reset, and imagine what

comes next.

That idea of a blank slate—of light, calm, and space

—has been on my mind a lot lately. 

It’s also what inspired my recent 

Country Register article, 

“Make Time for YOU,” 

where I reflect on how January 

invites us to slow down, reset,

and return to what truly nourishes 

us as makers.

Read the full article here:

http://www.kimcaskey.ca/news.html

https://www.canva.com/design/DAG9A8qapQw/5zH-RrorKOMyb0nC2EYVVQ/edit


Catherine Gemstone, pattern by MJ Kinman
pieced by David Taylor, Custom quilted by Kim Caskey

As we move into a new year, I’m embracing this sense of

calm and openness, both at home and in my creative life.

Whether it shows up in fabric choices, travel plans, or

simply the way we approach our projects, there’s

something comforting about starting with a clean, light-

filled canvas.

Here’s to a year of curiosity, creativity, and adding our

own colour to the blank spaces ahead.

Happy Stitching!

Kim x

Here’s a couple of neutral quilts I custom quilted recently ...



Gravity, pattern by Jaybird
pieced by Corey Ralph, Custom quilted by Kim Caskey

Gauging Interest: Quilt Canada 2027

Coach Trip from Edmonton

I’m exploring the idea of organizing a 

fully hosted coach return trip 

from

Edmonton to Calgary 

for Quilt Canada 2027, 

and before I go any further, 

I’d love to hear your thoughts.



The tentative plan would include:

Day 1: Thursday, June 17, 2027

Early morning departure from

Edmonton and Leduc

Pick-up / rest stop in Red Deer

A full day at Quilt Canada (admission

included)

Group dinner and overnight stay in

Calgary

Day 2: Friday, June 18, 2027

Full breakfast buffet

A second full day at Quilt Canada

(admission included)

Group dinner in Calgary

Coach return to Edmonton (drop off

/ rest stop in Red Deer)

Also included:

Secure vehicle parking at each departure point (Edmonton, Leduc, Red Deer)

All gratuities included

The vision is a stress-free, fun-filled 2-day quilting getaway, traveling together by

coach with a wonderful group of fellow quilters. Imagine the camaraderie of

chatting about quilts, sharing inspiration, and building excitement on the way — no

traffic, no parking worries, just sit back, relax, and enjoy the journey with your

quilting friends.

The goal would be to keep the all-inclusive price under $1,000 per person (twin

share), covering transportation, hotel, group dinners, Quilt Canada admission, and

all logistics — so you can focus entirely on the quilts, the shopping, and the joy of

being immersed in our shared passion.

This wouldn’t just be about just getting to the show — it would be about the

experience: traveling together, laughing together, swapping stories, admiring finds,

and coming home inspired (and probably with a few new treasures in your bag!).

If this sounds like something you’d enjoy, I’d love your feedback. Would you be

interested? Your input will help determine whether I move forward with planning

this special Quilt Canada experience.

EMAIL KIM HERE: kim@kimcaskey.ca

mailto:kim@kimcaskey.ca


My winter and spring customer quilting schedule is now open for bookings. Reserve

your spot now and let’s work together to finish your quilts!

Here’s a link to my website for information about preparing your quilt top for

longarm quilting.

http://www.kimcaskey.ca/longarm-quilting-services.html

Pantograph (edge-to-edge) designs available, starting at $.025 per square inch

Custom quilting available for those special quilts!

Do You Have a Quilt Top 

Ready for Finishing?

Travel With Me in 2026!

Please join me for unforgettable Quilt and

Textile Tour adventures!

Registration is NOW OPEN for my 2026 tours

and we’d LOVE to have you along. If you are

looking for a roommate, please let me know, as

I may be able to hook you up!

http://www.kimcaskey.ca/longarm-quilting-services.html


London, Birmingham & Festival of Quilts

July 26 - August 2 (Pre-Tour July

24/25), 2026

$3699 USD (+$794 single supplement)

1 week - budget-friendly - avoid US

travel

Explore world-class museums, Liberty

of London, the largest quilt festival in

Europe, and so much more!

Newfoundland Creative Escape

September 24 - October 5 (Pre-Tour

September 23), 2026

$7999 CDN (+$1027 single supplement)

11 days - CDN$ - 5 hands-on workshops

A retreat-style journey blending rugged

coastal beauty, textile heritage,

creativity, and inspiration

London & Birmingham July
2026 Tour Brochure

Newfoundland Creative
Escape 2026 Tour Brochure

I’m THRILLED to have been asked as the

Breakfast Lecturer for Friday, May 8 and

Saturday, May 9 at the celebrated Central

Alberta Quilt Show in Red Deer, Alberta in

May 2026!

I hope you will join me for these informative and inspiring lectures before taking in

this prestigous Quilt Show!

http://www.kimcaskey.ca/londonbirmingham-2026.html
http://www.kimcaskey.ca/londonbirmingham-2026.html
http://www.kimcaskey.ca/newfoundland-2026.html
http://www.kimcaskey.ca/newfoundland-2026.html


Friday, May 8 Breakfast Lecture: Exploring the World of International Quilt

Festivals

Saturday, May 9 Breakfast Lecture: Share Jane, The Global Collaborative Project

As well, I will be teaching my 2-day A Fine Finish Workshop immediately following the

Quilt Show on Sunday, May 10 & Monday May 11). All details can be found here:

https://www.centralalbertaquilters.org/save-the-date-2026
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