
Pieced Backings 

A pieced backing for a quilt can be a creative and resourceful choice, offering both aesthetic

and practical benefits. However, it also comes with certain challenges, particularly in terms

of tension and quilting ease.

Advantages of a Pieced Backing:

Cost-Effective – Allows quilters to use leftover fabric instead of purchasing a wide

backing fabric.

Visually Interesting – A well-designed pieced backing can add an extra layer of artistry

and make the quilt reversible.

Customization – Provides flexibility in size and design, helping to accommodate varying

quilt dimensions.

Disadvantages of a Pieced Backing:

Increased Seams – More seams mean more potential bulk, which can create challenges

during quilting.

Alignment Issues – Keeping the backing straight and aligned with the quilt top requires

extra care.

Tension Differences – A pieced section, especially one with varying grain directions or

bulky seam intersections, can pull or shift differently than a wholecloth section. This can

lead to puckering or uneven stitches when quilting, particularly if the piecing isn’t

stabilized well.

Kim Caskey Custom Quilting
Website: www.kimcaskey.ca
Email: kim@kimcaskey.ca
Call/text: 780-288-9008

WARNING: Tension Issues With a Pieced Backing

A wholecloth backing provides a consistent surface,

reducing the likelihood of uneven drag or resistance as

the quilt moves through a longarm machine. In

contrast, a pieced section with multiple fabrics and

seam allowances can create areas of different stretch

or resistance, particularly when paired with dense

quilting. This can result in skipped stitches, distortion,

or pleating.


